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Coming events  
May 
��� �  Saturday 15  Camphor Laurel Control Field Day 
��� �  Wednesday 19 Tweed Landcare meeting 
��� �  Sunday 23 Book Launch & Uki village heritage walk 
��� �  Tuesday 25 Launch of Caldera Art 2010  
June 
��� �  Sunday 6  World Environment Day celebrations  

Knox Park, Murwillumbah  
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Camphor Laurel Control Field Day 
 
Date:  Saturday 15 May    
Time:   9.30am to noon 
Venue:   “Woodstone”, 143 McConnell’s Road, Dunbibl e 
 
At this field day Janet Townsend, dedicated local landcarer, will share her knowledge about how to 
control Camphors.   
 
Janet says “The morning will be particularly helpful for those landowners concerned by the 
proliferation of Camphors on their properties but feeling at a loss as to where to begin the control 
process and how to successfully kill those Camphors they have targeted for culling.  Participants will 
be shown how to kill any sized Camphor at the first attempt so no time is wasted revisiting half-dead 
trees.  This will keep your long-term control programme moving steadily forward.  As this 
programme may span some years if you have a large property, we discuss priorities and rewarding 
short-term goals to give you a constant sense of achievement.” 
 
“The main emphasis of the field day will be on a well thought out, sensitive approach to Camphor 
control.  Obviously, we need to be culling our Camphors at a rate greater than their rate of spread.  
However, Camphors now undeniably play an important part in Northern Rivers ecosystems in the 
way of food and habitat for wildlife, erosion control and canopy cover for young native rainforest.  
Therefore control needs to be carried out at a rate where native bush or weed-free grazing 
paddocks smoothly replace the Camphors, as against seeing a mass of new weeds which you can 
get if you kill a thick stand of Camphors all at once.  It is essential to know what you want to replace 
the Camphors with, otherwise removing them can be counterproductive.” 
 
Participants need to wear sunsafe clothing and sturdy shoes and to bring drinking water.   
For information contact Claire on 6670 2199 or Janet on 6677 9326. 

 
Tweed Landcare meeting 
 
We’re now holding monthly meetings on the 3rd Wednesday of the month .  Come along to catch 
up with other landcarers and hear what’s happening around the catchment.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
Date:  Wednesday 19 th May 
Time:  6pm 
Venue: Murwillumbah RSL 
 
 
Launch of Caldera Art 2010  

 
Date:  Tuesday 25 th May 
Time:  10.15am (for 10.30am start)  
Venue: Tweed River Art Gallery,  Murwillumbah  
 
The launch of this outstanding biodiversity art award will feature the premier of the Caldera Art DVD 
produced by Phil Lomas of Naturescapes. 
 
Guest speakers at the launch are: 
 
Pieter Verasdonck  Community Economic Development Manager, Industry & Investment NSW 
Dr. Mark Kingston   Biodiversity Program leader, Tweed Shire Council 
Joanne Gurney  Australia’s Green Cauldron steering committee 
 
Please RSVP by 18th May  to info@calderaart.org.au  Light lunch will be served at 11.45am 
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Book Launch and Village Walk 
An invitation from Uki and South Arm Historical Society  

 
Everyone is invited to the launch of “Forest Bountiful: Settlers’ Use of Australian Plan ts” , the 
latest locally published book by Penny Watsford. 
 
Date:    Sunday 23 rd May 
Time:  1.30pm 
Venue: Uki Hall 
 
The book explores how early settler families made use of some of the local ‘non-timber’ plants 
(shrubs, vines, ferns, wild-flowers, grass, orchids and herbs). Information was obtained from 
interviews with long term Tweed residents as well as published and unpublished documents.  
 
The region of interest is the Tweed Valley and surrounding areas in northern NSW and SE Qld from 
the 1840s until around the 1950s. The book is illustrated with photographs as well as line drawings 
by Margaret Elliott. 
 
Books will be for sale at a special introductory price of $15.  Profits from sales will go to Friends of 
the Museum.  Afternoon tea will be provided. 
 
Please RSVP by 14th May to Helena Duckworth 0266 799 121 or  Uki and South Arm Historical 
Society trrmuki@tweed.nsw.gov.au  
 
A guided Heritage Walk of Uki Village will be held at 3pm following the book launch.  Learn about 
the history of Uki village on an approximately one hour, easy, level walk around the historical sites 
of the charming village of Uki, accompanied by guides from the Uki and South Arm Historical 
Society. Bring an umbrella, a sun hat and walking shoes. 
 
Cost of walk is $7.50 per person with proceeds to Friends of the Museum.  The walk will be free for 
a Friend of the Museum who brings along a possible new member for the Friends. 
�
�
Keep a lookout for the Pearl Eartheater 
 
A popular aquarium fish, known as the Pearl Cichlid or Pearl Eartheater (Geophagus braziliensis), is 
on the loose in northern NSW and is putting native fish populations at risk. The fish, which was 
probably released into local waterways from a personal aquarium, was first reported in areas around 
Murwillumbah and Uki in late 2008. In recent months it’s been spotted in various reaches of the 
Tweed River.  Repeated floods over the last year have raised fears the cichlid may have become 
more widespread.  

 
For this reason I&I NSW is appealing to anglers to keep a look out for the cichlid, and not return any 
they catch to the water.  To report sightings of the pest fish, call the I&I NSW aquatic pest hotline on 
02 4916 3877 or email aquatic.pests@industry.nsw.gov.au or visit the Reporting aquatic pests and 
diseases page at http://industry.nsw.gov.au/  

The species, which is a native of South 
America, has an attractive pattern of pearly 
spots over a grey-green body with red or red-
edged fins.  It is an extremely hardy fish, being 
able to survive in water temperatures down to 
around 10°C, and in full strength seawater. 
They are difficult to find and even harder to 
catch, so control will be opportunistic and rely 
on information from locals. 
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New fishing line to reduce fishers’ footprint  
 
A new biodegradable fishing line has the potential to minimise recreational fishers’ environmental 
footprint and help to meet the environmental guidelines laid out in the National Code of Practice for 
Recreational and Sport Fishing. Fishers using the line say it’s as good as conventional types of line. 
The line is reported to de-grade in 5 years, a small fraction of the time taken for conventional fishing 
lines to do the same. If disposed of in compost it biodegrades within six months.  
 
For anyone interested in fish habitat, you can subscribe to the bi-monthly Newstreams Enewsletter 
by email to newstreams@industry.nsw.gov.au  
 
 
NRCMA 2010-11 Incentive Program 
 
The NRCMA 2010-11 Incentive Program is replacing the 09-10 Biodiversity Grants Project.   
 
This Program will be rolling out shortly, so keep an eye on the CMA website at 
www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au and in your local newspapers.  More details will also be available in 
the coming newsletter. 
 
 
Restoring Coastal Vegetation at Wommin Lake, Fingal  Head 
 
Tweed Byron Local Aboriginal Land Council land at Fingal Head is both environmentally and 
culturally significant. The bushland contains the endangered ecological community, Littoral 
rainforest, as well as heathlands, Banksia woodland, SEPP 14 wetland and native vegetation on an 
ancient Pleistocene dune.   
 
These coastal plant communities along the eastern and northern shores of Wommin Lake at Fingal 
Head are currently the site of a Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority restoration 
project funded under the coastal Incentive Program. 
 
Indigenous bush regeneration team, Madhima Gulgan, is working along side local bush 
regeneration team, Bushland Restoration Services to first develop a restoration plan for the area 
and then carry out on-ground works to reduce the threats to this unique urban bushland. 
 
The area has been subject to rubbish dumping for many years.  The forest has been degraded by 
weeds, many of them garden escapees and also the Weed of National significance; Bitou Bush 
which was planted during sand mining operations.  
 
Years of illegal 4WD activities have eroded the dunes and heathlands.  Old vehicle tracks presently 
dissect the heathland and ancient dune and expose bare sand to erosion.  Now that the site has 
been fenced to exclude vehicles it is hoped that the dunes and heathlands can be stabilised and 
rehabilitated. 
 
On-ground works being carried out by the Madhima Gulgan team include removal of rubbish, weed 
control and planting with local native species to connect gaps in the remnant vegetation, buffer the 
edges to protect the core forest and stabilise the bare areas. 
. 
The project is also supported by Tweed Shire Council, Fingal Head Coastcare and Tweed Landcare 
who often work with the Lands Council in protecting, managing and maintaining project sites in the 
area.  
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Have you seen Bitou Bush along the Tweed Coast?  
 
As Tweed Dune/Coastcarers know only too well, Bitou Bush (Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. 
rotundata) is a highly invasive environmental weed occurring on over 80% of the NSW coastline.   
It is a declared class 4 noxious weed, a Key Threatening Process to Biodiversity and a Weed of 
National Significance. 
 
The National Northern Containment Zone (NNCZ) for Bitou Bush is located on the Tweed Coast 
from the Queensland border to north Kingscliff.  Queensland has successfully reduced 
approximately 700ha infestation of this weed to scattered plants, with only an annual surveillance 
program required to prevent reinvasion. 
 
In 2008 the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority developed a five year Bitou Bush 
Management Plan for the NNCZ with funding from the NSW Environmental Trust.  Implementation 
of the Plan is under way to protect reinfestation into Queensland and also to protect the ecologically 
significant coastal vegetation along the Tweed Coast.  
 
The two-kilometre strip of the NNCZ contains SEPP 26 littoral rainforest, Banksia woodlands, 
grassy headlands, heathlands, coastal eucalypt forest and SEPP 14 wetlands.  In order to prevent 
the serious threat posed by Bitou Bush to these fragile coastal ecosystems, onground bush 
regeneration works are reducing the extent and density of the weed and the re-colonisation of Bitou 
Bush and other weeds in previously treated areas.   
 
As the onground works proceed community members are encouraged to report sightings of Bitou 
Bush.  This community involvement is most important to help reduce reinfestation and to identify 
isolated patches of the weed that have not yet been targeted by the bush regenerators.  To report 
sightings of Bitou Bush please phone 02 6670 2199 or email csotweed@tweed.nsw.gov.au  

�
Kudzu Control continues in the Tweed  
 
Riparian vine weeds have significant impact on water quality and native flora and fauna including 
threatened species and Endangered Ecological Communities. A range of vine weeds including 
Kudzu, Cats Claw Creeper, Madeira Vine, Moth Vine, Balloon Vine and several pasture legumes 
such as Desmodium and Siratro are a common sight invading native vegetation in the Tweed.. A 
more recent addition to the vine weed list is Twin-leaved Vine which has been recorded at Duroby. 
 
Kudzu is recorded at Upper Limpinwood, Terranora, Upper Byrrill Creek and Upper Crystal Creek.  
 
The Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority through Far North Coast Weeds Advisory 
Committee has continued to support the control of Kudzu in the Limpinwood Valley over the past 
three years. The 2010 project is being undertaken by Bushland Restoration Services to follow up 
control at previous sites and control Kudzu along a further 1.4km of stream length or 2.8 hectares  
at upper Limpinwood adjacent to Hopping Dick Creek. 
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The vigorous Kudzu can grow 30cm per day - vines extending 20 m in a season. It can climb 30 
metres in trees with the large leaves excluding sunlight from vegetation beneath and massive tubers 
can reach depths of 4 metres and weigh as much as 180 kilos. The scented purple flowers produce 
clusters of hairy pods containing only 1 or 2 viable seeds, but these seeds are hard coated and may 
lie dormant in the soil for several years before germinating. 
 
If you think you have Kudzu or other invasive vine weeds and would like to confirm identification or 
need advice on control methods call Bushland Restoration Services - Rhonda 0409244294 or  
Claire on 6670 2199. 
 
 

 
 
The Tweed Byron Bush Futures Project website is onl ine 
 
Detailed information about this project can now be accessed on the Tweed Shire Council website at 
http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/BushFutures/   A summary from the website tells us that: 
 
Bushland in Tweed and Byron Shires is impacted by weeds, clearing, feral animals, grazing, 
erosion, dumping and other human impacts. To help address these impacts and encourage 
sustainable management of bushland areas, Tweed and Byron Shire Councils have received a 
$1.7m NSW Government Environmental Trust grant to implement the 'Tweed Byron Bush Futures 
Project â€“ Improving Urban and Peri-urban Bushland Sustainability in Tweed and Byron Shires'. 
 
Vision:  
This project will achieve, through on ground works and extension, the sustainable management of a 
number of State and regionally significant urban and peri-urban bushland areas within Tweed and 
Byron Shires. 
 
The Bush Futures project aims to:  
��� �  deliver extensive on-ground works to address threats to bushland integrity; 
��� �  raise awareness of the ways that residents living adjacent to native bushland can manage their  

land in a sustainable way and reduce adverse impacts on the bushland; and 
��� �  reinforce the role Council has in managing natural areas, particularly those that are directly 

under its control such as bushland reserves. 
 

 

 
 

Twin-leaved vine (Pithecoctenium crucigerum) 
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How you can create a bushland friendly backyard 
 
The way that we live and how we maintain our gardens can have a significant impact on the health 
of native bushland.  Here are some simple tips on how you can create a bushland friendly backyard. 
 
Choose native plants suitable for your location 
 
Native plants suitable for your area will grow well, be hardy and provide local fauna requirements.   
Planting local native plants helps provide habitat, food and shelter for our wildlife neighbours.   
 
Look at the type of native plants that are growing in bushland near you for ideas on what will grow 
well in your garden.  You can also consult your local native plant nursery, Council or Landcare for 
advice on selecting suitable plants for your location. 
 
Avoid or remove plants that will spread into bushla nd 
 
Wind, water, birds, animals, humans and machinery disperse plant seeds.  If you choose to plant 
exotic species, make sure they aren’t noxious or environmental weeds.   
 
Be aware of how seed from your garden can spread into and bushland.  Pruning flower heads from 
exotic plants after flowering and before seed set will prevent their spread beyond your garden fence.   
For information on noxious and environmental weeds plants contact Far North Coast Weeds or 
Landcare. 
 
Choose plants that don’t require too much watering 
 
By choosing native plants that are suitable to your local area you can reduce the need for extra 
watering. Using mulch in your garden can reduce evaporation from the soil by up to 80%.  If you do 
water your garden, the ideal time is in the early morning or in the evening. 
  
Use friendly pesticides and fertilisers 
 
Pesticides and fertilisers can be toxic to native animals, your pets and even your children.   They 
also have the potential to poison native plant species in surrounding bushland.  Excess fertilisers 
that runoff from your garden can also increase weed growth in bushland and watercourses.  Try 
using compost and organic fertilisers such as manure as they provide low cost nutrients for your 
garden.  
 
Don’t extend your backyard into bushland 
 
It is illegal to clear bushland areas or to extend your backyard into bushland by planting, building 
fences, erecting buildings or dumping rubbish. Unauthorised tree pruning, poisoning and vandalism 
are also offences.   Fines apply to offenders, and the local Council and National Parks and Wildlife 
Service have the power to require removal of offending items from bushland and issue substantial 
fines. 
 
Manage garden waste 
 
Garden waste can include mulch, branches and lopped material, lawn clippings, tree trunks and 
stumps, leaves and unwanted and dead plants. Dumping of garden waste in native bushland can 
damage fauna and flora habitats by introducing diseases and environmental weeds and by 
providing a refuge for vermin.  Dumping also increases the risk of bushfires.  

 
Consider reusing garden waste. For example, you may be able to shred leafy or soft plant parts to 
produce raw mulch, add it to your compost or use smaller branches as mulch; care needs to be 
taken not to utilise noxious or environmental weed propagules in mulch.   Take advantage of green 
waste collections offered by Council or transport green waste to a refuse disposal facility.  When 
transporting garden waste ensure that the load is covered. 
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Don’t feed native fauna 
 

Providing artificial food poses a major health issue to native birds and can encourage feral birds 
such as Indian Mynas into your garden.   The plants in your garden can provide natural food for 
native birds and animals and can also attract insects that in turn provide food for local wildlife.  Try 
to mimic natural habitats by planting a range of native trees, shrubs and grasses that will provide 
flowers, nectar, fruit and seed. 
 
Be a responsible pet owner 
 

Domestic pets can share the environment with native animals if managed responsibly.  Keep your 
cat indoors at night when many native animals are active and within your garden during the day. 
Domestic cats may range up to 1km from home.   Keep your dog on a leash when in public and 
restrict uncontrolled access to bushland areas. De-sex your pets to prevent unwanted litters, 
interaction with feral animals, to reduce fighting and territoriality and limit feral populations that prey 
on native animals. 
 
Reduce fire hazards 
 

You can help local fire fighting agencies to reduce bush fire risks and hazards by ensuring that your 
garden is maintained in a low fuel state.  Never dump green garden waste into bushland as it can 
increase the risk of fire.  Rather recycle or dispose of waste through a green waste collection or at 
an appropriate waste disposal facility.   Regularly clear gutters of organic litter, trim back 
overhanging trees or shrubs and store flammable materials (e.g. wood pile) away from your house.  
If an alternative water supply is available (e.g. swimming pool or designated supply) put a Static 
Water Supply (SWS) sticker on your letterbox.   
 

Remember that the bushland belongs to everyone and we all have a role to play 
in protecting these natural places.   

 
 
The Border Ranges Rainforest Biodiversity Managemen t Plan 
 
The Border Ranges Rainforest Biodiversity Management Plan is a regional recovery plan for 
threatened species and communities of the Border Ranges North and South (Queensland and New 
South Wales) Biodiversity Hotspot. The Plan considers the conservation requirements of rainforest 
and closely related species and communities in the Border Ranges region of New South Wales and 
Queensland, which is centred on the McPherson Ranges. It also addresses other species of 
conservation significance so as to manage the area’s biodiversity in a holistic and cost-effective 
manner. It constitutes the formal national recovery plan for those rainforest species which are 
endemic to the Hotspot region. 
 

Although it was primarily developed by the New South Wales Department of Environment, Climate 
Change and Water, with Australian Government funding assistance, the Plan represents a 
milestone in the cooperative management of our biodiversity assets. Because of the cross-border 
nature of the region, its successful development has also relied on input and endorsement by the 
Queensland Government and the relevant regional natural resource management body in each 
state. Local and Indigenous communities were also extensively consulted. 
 

The Plan identifies the actions to be taken to ensure the long-term viability of the threatened species 
and other bodiversity assets of the rainforest and related vegetation of the Border Ranges region. 
Actions include working with landowners to restore and protect identified priority areas, including 
vegetation corridors for the movement and dispersal of species. There is also an emphasis on 
landowners and agencies working together to help manage the impacts of weeds and feral pests, as 
well as fire management. The involvement of the local community, including the Indigenous 
community, is seen as integral to the successful implementation of the Plan. 
 
It is intended that this Plan be implemented over a ten-year period.  Access the Plan at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/recovery/border-ranges/   


