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ñThe Tweed Naturally Art Awards evolved from a need to promote 

awareness and understanding of biodiversity and conservation 

issues within our region.  Through the creative process, the 

objective is to educate and inspire the artists and viewers alike, to 

further appreciate, respect and examine our ever changing natural 
environment.ò 

 

Welcome to the second issue of the TNAA e ïnews.  
The response to our first issue was most encouraging to say the least, indicating a 
widespread interest in linking our ever changing natural environment to the visual arts in 
particular. 
 
Wendy Martin (a full-time artist from the NSW central west) touched on an important point : 
ñThereôs so much information being sent out these days about the environment, that many 
people are becoming immune to it. Art is an unusual, but effective way to communicate and 
can cut through to reach peopleôs attentionò. 
 

ȬOoray 2ÅÓÉÌÉÅÎÃÅȭ by Jan Sinclair 

0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ #ÈÏÉÃÅ !×ÁÒÄ ςππχ 4.!! 

The synergy between the viewer and the creator 
of artwork can extend much further than that of 
the reader of a transient newspaper article or 
brochure. 
 
The limitless styles, materials, techniques, and 
interpretations used by the artist makes this one 
of the most diverse, and often confronting, of all 
human endeavours. 
 
Then of course there is the limitless subject 
matter. The word óbiodiversityô refers to the 
diverse web of life and the context of its 
surroundings, also with an endless variety of 
shapes, sizes, colours, and textures. 
 
The fusion of art and biodiversity can, and will be, 
a powerful tool ñto cut through and reach peopleôs 
attentionò on matters of our    environment.  
 
Wendy is one of several artists offered 

Community Fellowships over the past 10 years by 

Land & Water Australia (a federal govt. initiative). 

This department is keen to use various media to 

spread the word about sustainability and better 

management of natural resources, and sees 

artistsô support as one more way to achieve its 

aims.  

Editor    
 

 

Tweed Tourism     Tweed River Art Gallery 
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Dates for the exhibition in the Boyd Gallery of the Tweed River Art Gallery 

are:          Thursday 25th Sept ï Sunday 16th November 2008. 

The TNAA steering group would like to thank Susi Muddiman and Gail 

McDermott for their  expertise and facilitation to date.  

Official opening is Friday 26th Sept., in conjunction with the óWish You 

Were Hereô Tweed River Art Galleryôs  20th anniversary exhibition (and 

celebrations). Claire Masters from Tweed Landcare is óheadhuntingô a VIP to 

open the Tweed Naturally exhibition and announce the award winners. 

Entry forms will be available at the end of April or early May. A full colour 

publication will be produced for this yearôs exhibition ï financed mainly from 

entry fee contributions ($20 per entry).  

The TNAA Steering Group is actively seeking out a suitable judging panel, 

and expanding the interest in the sponsorship program. A prospectus has 

been produced (available from the editor)  to increase prize-money for artists 

and encourage the business sector to purchase  artworks from the exhibition . 

The Natural Resource Management section of the Tweed Shire Council is 

again budgeting for the major cash prize this year, with in-kind contributions 

offered as well. 

The TNAA Steering Group would like to thank Natascha Wernick from 

Babareki Business of Uki for coming on board as an Associate Partner. 

Further details, next issue, of Nataschaôs creative arts marketing and 

management business (nwernick@bigpond.net.au). 

Other partnership arrangements in the pipeline, will be finalised during the 

next couple of months. 

 

4ÈÅ 4×ÅÅÄȭÓ endangered flora and fauna 
species, and ecological communities , are 
the focus of a mural project  to brighten 700 
metres of the blank concrete wall in 
Commercial Rd. Murwillumbah . The aim is to 
create an iconic landmark for the local 
community and visitors, and to further 
promote awareness of the remarkable 
biodiversity of the Tweed region.....and its 
often fragile status. 

Local wall mural specialist Dave Adams has 
prepared a concept vision and will coordinate 
the three year project. The project was 
initiated by Job Futures  in partnership and 
collaboration with Tweed Shire Council, 
Tweed Landcare Inc and the 
Murwillumbah  Services Club. 

 

Tweed Naturally Art Awards õ08 Update 
 

Treasures of the Tweed Mural Project  
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April 
Throughout April / May   óFur, Feathers & Floraô exhibition.  
Opening night Thursday 10th April, 6.30pm, Blue Knob Hall Gallery 
(10 mins north of Nimbin).   Rikki Fisher  (02) 66890001. 
 
Throughout April, ending 9th May, óBirds of Australia Exhibitionô, 
State Library of Qld, Brisbane.  Refer www.wwf.org.au/act/events.   
Rare early illustrations, historical documents, art works, which 
encapsulate our fascination with Australian bird life from the 19

th
 

century through to today. 
 

April 13
th

, Sunday, 10am onwards,  Field day at  Fernvale artists 
retreat.  TNAA workshop ï threatened  flora and  fauna species 
overview, facilitated by John Turnbull, Tweed Shire Council Natural 
Resource Management Section.  Plein air art ï bring easels etc.  
Bush walk, birding.  Brief AGM of WAA Inc. (contact editor) 

 
19

th
 April, Saturday, 1.30 ï 5.30pm  Wildlife Tourism workshop.  

Information & Art Centre, Brisbane St., Beaudesert.  Importance of 
minimising disturbance to wildlife.  The value of good interpretation to 
assist in contributing to wildlife conservation  
www.wildlifetourism.org.au   
 

May 
May 10

th
  ï 17

th
 ,  Bird Week, Kingfisher Bay Resort, Fraser 

Island.  Also features art workshops and demos by Gail Higgins, 
Annelise Howes, Sandra Temple, Janet Flinn, and Janet Matthews.  
Guest presenter Raoul Slater.  http://birdwatching.kingfisherbay.com. 
 
11th May, Sunday, 10am onwards,  Field day at  Fernvale artists 
retreat, TNAA workshop -  Reptiles and  frogs of the region, Lance 
Tarvey, NPWS and John Pumpurs.  Plein air art, bring easels etc, 
bushwalks, birding , etc 
 
31

st
 May, Saturday.  10 am to 4 pm.  World Environment Day, Knox 

Park, Murwillumbah 
 

 

Calender of Events  
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Landscape, Wildlife Art and Photography Workshops  

 
Escape Gallery, 1 Brisbane St., Murwillumbah.   
Please contact  Co-ordinator Lesley Gail. (02)66 722433  for complete program 
 
Barbara Suttie,  Caldera Calling -  local landscape painting ,10 April and 15

th
 May (Thursdays) 

 
Katherine Castle, The Finer Details of Wildlife Art, 11

th
 April (Friday) and 12

th
 May  Monday) 

 
Robert Todonai, Inspired Impressions, 15

th
 April (Tuesday) and 16

th
 May (Friday) 

 
David Groom, The Art of Drawing in Line & Tone, 16

th
 April (Wednesday), 28

th
 May (Wednesday) 

 
Perri & Alan Wain, Exploring with Your Digital Camera, 21

st
 April (Monday), 8

th
 May (Thursday) 

 
John Pumpurs, Frogs in Focus - Photography, 20

th
 May (Tuesday) 

 

 

 

http://www.wwf.org.au/act/events
http://www.wildlifetourism.org.au/
http://birdwatching.kingfisherbay.com/

